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“ Dem
ocratizing Urban Developm

ent is a particularly notew
orthy book w

ith an 
especially appealing four-city, N

orth-South scope. In com
m

and of a vast literature, 
Donaghy offers an inspired analysis that links social m

ovem
ent w

ith urban 
developm

ent struggles. The com
bination of housing and urban w

ork m
akes this 

book a pathbreaking volum
e for com

parative urban research.”—
Clarence Stone, 

Research Professor of Political Science and Public Policy, George W
ashington University, 

and author of Regim
e Politics: Governing Atlanta, 1946–1988

“ Throughout the w
orld, big cities are struggling to provide housing for their grow

ing 
populations. Accom

m
odation issues are particularly acute for m

em
bers of low

er-
incom

e groups, w
ho are increasingly being challenged by gentrification and real 

estate developm
ent. In her pioneering com

parative study, Dem
ocratizing Urban 

Developm
ent, M

aureen Donaghy deftly tells the story of how
 local com

m
unities 

and their supporting organizations in four cities—
tw

o in Brazil, tw
o in the United 

States—
push against the prevailing tendencies of m

arginalization and polarization. 
The unusual com

pilation of cases from
 both developed and transitional cities yields 

som
e exceptional nuggets of insight into a problem

 that, in m
any respects, appears 

to be virtually intractable.”—
Richard Stren, Professor Em

eritus of Political Science 
and Senior Fellow

, Global Cities Institute at the University of Toronto, and co-editor of Cities 
Transform

ed: Dem
ographic Change and Its Im

plications in the Developing W
orld

In the series Urban Life, Landscape, and Policy, edited by David Stradling, Larry Bennett, 
and Davarian Baldw

in. Founding editor, Zane L. M
iller.
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