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Course Overview

This course connects the study of urban politics with an experiential and service learning/study trip to various cities in South Africa.  Prior to the trip students will examine the history and politics of South Africa. Students will then visit NGO's, schools, and key cultural sites, and meet with teachers, students, and community leaders in South Africa to participate in community service and engage in dialogue and shared experience on topics of racism and poverty, urban revitalization, global and regional development, and environmental degradation. 
Understanding of complex issues—poverty, racism, justice, environmentally‐poor housing, climate‐change, activism and desire for change—will be arrived at through reading, dialogue, hands‐on activity, and reflection.  Identity and pride are strong in South Africa; this creative energy shows up in all aspects of the complex culture of over 11 national languages recognized in the constitution, but also in the strength they collectively brought toward change in their country. Whether this same creative energy can be transferred to affect needed environmental change or to others such as us will be one of the topics of discussion. Connecting between the learning activities in South Africa and Camden will be formed through group interaction, the study project, and critical analysis.

Participants will meet with NGO Executives, principals of public education, and community leaders in South Africa to engage in dialogue and shared experience on topics of racism and poverty, global and regional identities, and environmental/climate change. We will build shared experience through community activities undertaken with local NGOs; connect with teachers and students in their classrooms and schools; visit key cultural places.  Cultural exchanges will be facilitated through specific civic engagement such as greening and environmental education through the Amy Beihl Foundation, afterschool program activities with Ons Plek, visits to various primary schools; site visits to places like the People’s Environmental Centre (an urban gardens project), Constitutional Court (the new justice center), and Robben Island (prison where Nelson Mandela was held for 27 years); and informal dinners with local educators and leaders. 

Students enrolled in the course should be prepared to meet both in person and online, to participate in field experiences on campus or in the surrounding community that involve the application of principles and methodologies.

Course Schedule

	Week
	Class Date
	Readings to be completed for class
	Class Discussion and Assignments         

	1
	February 16, 2013
	Long Walk to Freedom 
	Intro
Discussion 
South African Political History
Discussion of LWF

	3
	February 23, 2013
	Film - TBD
	Respond to discussion questions online

	4
	March 2, 2013
	After Mandela
	Politics since Mandela

Introduction to Urban Politics in Comparative Perspective

Challenges in Johannesburg and Capetown

Introduction to the organizations we will visit

	5
	March 9, 2013
	Film - TBD
	Respond to discussion questions online

	
	March 13-25, 2013
	Trip to South Africa
	

	3
	April 20, 2013 
	
	Papers Due

Reflections on trip and challenges to urban development in Post-Apartheid South Africa


Course Requirements  
Students will be expected to attend all sessions, perform class assignments as announced, participate actively, complete all civic engagement activities and author a research/observation paper on the student’s experience in South Africa as it relates to a specific topic. 

· Consistent and engaged participation in travel experience 

· Active participation in individual and group projects 

· Active engagement in community discussions 

· Participation in and completion of readings 

· Completion of project assignments 

Attendance Expectations: 
· Consistent and engaged participation in travel experience 

· Active participation in class discussions of projects and readings 

Contributions in Class: It is expected that participants will attend class. Participants should also take an active role in hands‐on exercises, class discussions around new information from assigned projects and readings, and the development of classroom applications.
Grading
	Class Participation
	20%

	Civic Engagement
	50%

	Individual Paper
	30%

	Total
	100%


Class Participation 

Active participation in class discussion and peer workshops is a crucial part of your responsibility for this course. Sharing your ideas with your classmates will not only contribute to their learning experience but enrich your own: expressing your thoughts aloud will help you to clarify your ideas, provide you with valuable practice in oral expression, and reinforce your engagement with the class.

Civic Engagement

Working with various NGOs in South Africa offers a unique experience for Rutgers-Camden students.  It is extremely important for students commitment to being on-time, present and able to complete projects as described and to be flexible as schedules may change.   Additionally, it is expected that students will engage in dialogue with community members to enhance learning and share cultural experiences so that the experience is mutually beneficial. 

Individual Paper

Students will submit an individual paper on a specific topic which was discussed and experienced while in South Africa.  Papers must include at least 7 scholarly references and should not be more than 15 pages in length. 
Reminders about your work

Late Work All submission times are 5pm on the day of class, unless stated otherwise.  All late papers and exams lose a letter grade per 24-hour period following the due date, unless the instructor has granted prior approval for late submission of an assignment. Approval for late submissions must be obtained at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled due time for the assignment, or be based on a documented emergency.  

Avoiding and Preventing Plagiarism  It is your responsibility to know and understand what academic honesty is and how the Policy on Academic Integrity is adhered to at Rutgers-Camden.  Please visit  http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-rutgers 
Required Resources
Mandela, Nelson.  A Long Walk to Freedom.  New York: Back Bay Books, 1995. 

Foster, Douglas. After Mandela: The Struggle for Freedom in Post-Apartheid South Africa. New York: Liverlight, 2012. 
Website Resources
Amy Biehl Foundation http://www.amybiehl.co.za/ 
Centre for Studies of Violence http://www.csvr.org.za/ 
Human Rights Commission for South Africa http://www.sahrc.org.za/home/ 
National Cultural History Museum http://www.samuseums.co.za/ 
District Six Museum http://www.districtsix.co.za/ 

Media Resources

There are many movies which can to understand the political struggle that South Africa and its people have experienced. Here are a few worth watching: 

· Cry Freedom (1987) about the death of Steve Biko 

· Cry, the Beloved Country (1995) religion and crime and how apartheid effected humanity (filmed in Johannesburg) 
· Long Night’s Journey Into Day (2000) documentarty about killings and apartheid 
· Faith Like Potatoes (2006) 
· Blood Diamond (2006) Diamond trade and its effect on society 
· Gandhi, My Father (2007) 
· Invictus (2009) Mandela and National Rugby Team world cup of 1995 
· Skin (2009) true story about a woman and her white Afrikaner parents 
· Keep A Child Alive with Alicia Keys (2011) documentary about children/HIV/how the world-cup effected the nation 
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